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Howabd's Index to the Code or Vtbginia. By Overton Howard. "West, 

Johnston & Co, Publishers, Richmond, Va. 1895. 

Mr. Howard has done the public a real service in preparing this work, 
which must have taken a great deal of time and labor. The index to a book 
is its life, and the Code, as it was hitherto, was practically a dead thing. Mr. 
Howard has breathed life into the carcass of our laws. The index is full, 
minute and reliable, and every citizen ought to have a copy. 

Conquest op the Countby Nobthwest of the Bxveb Ohio, 1778-1783; and 
Life op Genebai* GeobgeKogebsClabk. 1 In two Volumes. ByWilMa/m 
HaycLen English, President of the Indiana Historical Society. Published 
by Bowen-Merrill Company; Indianapolis, Ind., and Kansas City, Mo. 
1896. 

A life, full of patriotic services finds a fit termination in the two splendid 
volumes lying before me — a Christmas-gift from the author. While the news- 
papers were ringing with beautiful comments upon his noble literary achieve- 
ments, William Hayden English — lawyer, statesman, banker and scholar — 
passed away from earth at his home, in Indiana. He had served as Speaker 
of the House of Eepresentatives of Indiana ; as Democratic congressman, from 
1853 to 1861, and .is well remembered as the Democratic candidate for Vice- 
President on the ticket with General Hancock in 1880. An interesting char- 
acter throughout life, it is as the author of this great work, whose title is 
above, that he becomes especially interesting to Virginians. 

The author, born and brought up on the borders of Clark's grant, of a 
family which furnished Clark three officers in his campaigns against the British 
posts, Kaskaskia and Vincennes, naturally felt an interest in those great events, 
which were so intimately connected with the history of Indiana, and added an 
empire to the boundaries of the United States. This interest, beginning in 
early life, never abated, but finally assumed the form of collecting all avail-' 
able information in relation to the occurrences themselves, and the lives of the 
men who participated in them, and found consummation at length in the pre- 
sent extended publication, whose successful debut into the world he lived just 
long enough to witness. 

Mr. English has spared neither expense nor labor in locating the officers 
and men who figured in this remarkable expedition. While it was impossible 
to give the biography of every soldier, Mr. English shows that the claim ad- 
vanced by George Bancroft that most of the troops were from Western Penn- 
sylvania is thoroughly disproved by the most stubborn facts. All the officers, 
including Clark, are proved directly to have been Virginians, while it is shown 
that the jealousy between the Pennsylvanians and Virginians in the neighbor- 
hood of Fort Pitt, on account of the disputed boundary line, must have pre- 
vented any great enlistment of Pennsylvanians under a man holding a Virginia 
commission. In addition to this, the pay-roll of the men of Major Joseph 
Bowman, who was next in command to Clark, has a column indicating the 
distance of each soldier from home which is so uniformly remote (averaging 
one thousand two hundred miles) that Mr. English thinks it can only mean 
Virginia. 

1 This review, somewhat enlarged, first appealed in the Richmond Dispatch., March, 1896. 



